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NEIGHBORHOOD 7 

RIVERSIDE 
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BOUNDARIES: bordered by 
Massachusetts Avenue, River Street, the 
Charles River, and JFK Street 
 
POPULATION: 11,201 residents 
 3,341 households 
 
AVERAGE HOUSEHOLD INCOME: 
 $27,415 
 
Neighborhood #7 is encompassed 
within the patrol boundaries of Car 3 (2 
officer cars) and Cars 6R and 10R (1 
officer cars). Also included within its 
boundaries are walking routes 7A and 
7B. 

COMPARISON OF TARGET CRIME STATISTICS, 1999 - 2003 

CRIME 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 
    

Housebreaks 3 9 11 14 6 
Street Robbery 5 2 4 0 6 
Auto Theft 8 8 12 10 2 
Larceny from MVs 14 5 11 8 2 
Malicious Destruction 20 17 21 20 13 
Drug Arrests 2 0 1 5 1 

2003 FIRST QUARTER IN REVIEW 
Street robberies have risen throughout the city in this first quarter. Compared to the zero reported 
robberies last year, the six reported this year depicts a significant increase. One of the incidents 
involved the use of a handgun and one the use of a knife. There were two incidents of arrest: one of a 
pickpocket, and the other incident was instigated by a third party who thought the victims had given her 
a “bad” look. Other thefts included a purse snatching and a strong arm robbery that took place in an 
apartment building hallway.  A significant decrease of eighty percent in auto thefts has taken place in 
these first three months. Both of the vehicles have already been recovered. The number of larceny 
from motor vehicle incidents have also decreased in this neighborhood, by nearly seventy-five percent. 
In one of the incidents a shirt and car battery were taken, and in the second a stereo system was 
removed, including the amp, and subwoofer. Earlier in the year there was a pattern of SUV’s being 
targeted for malicious destruction; one of those incidents took place in this neighborhood. There 
were no other discernable patterns during this time. After the surge in housebreaks  during this time 
last year, these incidents have decreased by more than half in Riverside. In three of the incidents the 
victims knew the perpetrator(s). There was also an arrest during this time, which was for an incident of 
a domestic nature.  There was only one drug arrest in the first three months of the 2003. The incident 
took place in February, and involved the possession of marijuana. The arrest was made subsequent to a 
motor vehicle stop.   
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NEIGHBORHOOD PROFILE AND HISTORICAL SYNOPSIS 
Riverside has the fourth highest population in the city, but it ranks well below the average for almost all 

index crimes. Along with its 10 thousand residents, Riverside has two housing developments (Putnam Gardens 
and the River-Howard homes), two major parks (Hoyt Field and Riverside Press Park), and many commercial 
establishments along Massachusetts Avenue, River Street, and Western Avenue. Several Harvard University 
dormitories and other properties occupy the northwestern quarter. Riverside’s borders also encompass the United 
States Post Office and the Cambridge Police Department headquarters. 
  Harvard University, which has its own police department, patrols Harvard property in the 
northwestern part of the neighborhood. Our statistics do not reflect most incidents that occur on university 
property. 
• Malicious destruction is the only crime that has not shown a significant average decline in Riverside since 

the 1980s, though it is low compared to the rest of the city. Most of this vandalism occurs to motor vehicles. 
Occasional patterns of this crime over long holiday weekends have been a problem in the past. 

 

• Street robberies are low for a neighborhood of Riverside’s population, but they remain a pressing problem. 
Most of these incidents are on Western Avenue. Riverside has an exceptionally low housebreak rate for its 
size; a few clusters appear on Franklin and Kinnaird Streets, and at Putnam Gardens. 

 

• Hoyt Field, the site of a murder in the Summer of 1997, has long been considered a robbery and narcotics hot 
spot. 

 

• The only neighborhoods with lower auto theft and larceny from motor vehicles totals have less than half of 
Riverside’s population.  
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ANNUAL AVERAGE FOR RIVERSIDE AREA TARGET CRIMES 
Crime 1981-1990 Rank 81-90* 1991-2000 Rank 91-00* Rank 2002* 
Housebreaks 83 7 43 6 8 
Street Robbery 34 4 17 6 2 
Auto Theft 92 9 41 9 7 
Larceny from MVs 87 7 48 9 10 
Malicious Destruction 78 9 74 8 7 

*Ranks are out of 13 neighborhoods, with 1 indicating the highest crime rate and 13 the lowest 


